Mr. Banks

Worcester Technical High School

English III

Course Outline

Materials:

Texts:  Elements of Literature and selected poems and short stories.

Novels:  The Crucible (1st quarter); The First Part Last (2nd quarter); Death of a Salesman (3rd quarter); The Autobiography of Malcolm X (4th quarter).

Visual equipment:  Video/film;  and SmartBoard.

Computers:  Used as necessary.

Overview:
This course is designed for 11th grade students.  The course traces the development of American themes in literature.  Students will identify the political, social, economic, and personal factors that influenced writers.  All work will be kept in a portfolio.  
The four themes that will be explored throughout the course are:  honor and principles; family; friendship and isolation in the new era.  Each theme is connected to an assigned novel or play.  The students will write essays, journal entries, reflections and other compositions that demonstrate an understanding of the text and themes presented to them.  

The students will complete open response/study questions while reading the novels and /or play and take notes. 

The students will view and respond to some video materials that address the themes introduced above.

Additionally, the students will read four articles over the course of the school year and complete worksheets for the article bank.  The worksheets contain (among others) a vocabulary section, a “Who What Where” section, and a summary section.

The students will also complete one interview and presentation during the school year.

The course will encourage students to develop their critical thinking skills and apply that knowledge to their writing, oral debates, and active reading assignments.

Assignments will include essays, tests, study questions, and vocabulary development.

Standards:  
Over the course of this year, we will address standards 1-27 – i.e., the Language Strand, the Reading and Literature Strand, the Composition Strand, and the Media Strand of the Massachusetts State Frameworks for English Language Arts – through a comprehensive study of literature and writing.

Assessments:
To assess students’ work, they will engage in tests and quizzes; study questions; reflections; literature circles; writing assignments; self-editing, peer editing, and teacher editing; class discussions; article bank; and an interview and presentation.

Written assignments:


25%
Test/Quiz Average:


25%

Class Participation:


25%
Oral Reports:



15%

Homework:



10%

*Class participation is based on attendance, class discussion, and submitting work on due dates.
