Mr. Banks

Worcester Technical High School

English I
Course Outline

Materials:

Texts:  Elements of Literature and selected poems and short stories.

Novels:  Romeo and Juliet (1st quarter); I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (2nd quarter); The Odyssey (3rd quarter); Raisin in the Sun (4th quarter).

Visual equipment:  Video/film;  and SmartBoard.

Computers:  Used as necessary.

Overview:
This course is designed for 9th grade students.  At the end of this academic year, each student will exhibit improvement in his or her ability to articulate him or herself through written and oral communication.  

The students will write essays, journal entries, reflections, and other compositions that demonstrate an understanding of the text and themes presented to them.  All work will be kept in a portfolio.  At the end of this academic year, each student will exhibit measurable improvement in his or her reading, writing, and critical thinking skills.

Over the course of the year, we will engage in a cross-genre and cross-cultural approach to literature.  This literature, spanning the four primary genres of poetry, the novel, the short story, and drama has been chosen because of the strong themes, unique use of vocabulary and clear use of many different literary devices.  In experiencing this rich literature, the student will augment his or her skill as a reader.  Furthermore, the chosen literature will serve as the foundation for the student’s development of his or her writing.  As such, this class is best described as both reading and writing intensive.

The students will complete open response/study questions and take notes while reading the materials.

The students will view and respond to some video materials that address the themes introduced above.

Additionally, the students read four articles over the course of the school year and complete worksheets for the article bank.  The worksheets contain, among other things, a vocabulary section, a “Who What Where” section, and a summary section.

The students will also complete one interview and presentation during the school year.

The course will encourage students to develop their critical thinking skills and apply that knowledge to their writing, oral debates, and active reading assignments.
Assignments will include projects, reports, essays, quizzes, tests, study questions, and vocabulary development.

Standards:  
Over the course of this year, we will address standards 1-27 – i.e., the Language Strand, the Reading and Literature Strand, the Composition Strand, and the Media Strand of the Massachusetts State Frameworks for English Language Arts – through a comprehensive study of literature and writing.

Over the course of this year, we will address the Worcester Public Schools Benchmarks through a comprehensive study of literature and writing.

Assessments:
To assess students’ work, they will engage in tests and quizzes; study questions; reflections; literature circles; writing assignments; self-editing, peer editing, and teacher editing; class discussions; article bank; and an interview and presentation.

Written assignments:


25%

Test/Quiz Average:


25%

Class Participation:


25%

Oral Reports:



15%

Homework:



10%

*Class participation is based on attendance, class discussion, and submitting work on due dates.
