WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

HONORS  CHEMISTRY - SOPHOMORE

Classroom and Grading Policy

Mr. Chaparian

PREREQUISITE: STUDENTS MUST HAVE PASSED THE FRESHMAN BIOLOGY MCAS TEST

Honors chemistry is college preparatory course of study that deals with atomic structure, the nature of chemical compounds, chemical reactions, properties of matter, the behavior of gases and liquids, among other topics.

The course employs the Massachusetts Frameworks for Science and Technology / Chemistry as a 

base conceptual curriculum, however, emphasis is placed on the practical application of chemistry concepts particularly as they relate to individual technical programs of study. 

Emphasis will be placed on inquiry/ laboratory based learning, developing independent thinking skills, improving technical reading and vocabulary, written and oral presentations, and group work.  

It is expected that students who enroll in honors chemistry be prepared for advanced level work.

Students who successfully complete Honors Chemistry may enroll in Advanced Placement Biology or Honors Physics in their Junior/Senior years

The class meets for a double period each academic week and students receive 1.0 academic credit.

◊ Students must purchase and maintain a loose - leaf notebook and calculator

◊ Students must come to class on time and fully prepared with all necessary supplies 

◊ Grades will be based on open and closed notebook tests and research projects

◊ Quarterly grades may be raised or lowered up to 3 points for homework, class participation,  

      tardiness, or conduct

◊ Closed book tests will be announced in advance to allow time for study

◊ Open book tests may be announced or unannounced

◊ Students are responsible for maintaining their notebook and making up any missed work

◊ Students must return all books and other materials in the same condition in which issued 

◊ Students who cut a class will not be allowed to make up missed work or tests

◊ Students who submit classwork, homework, reports, or other required work late or in 

     unacceptable condition will have some or all credit deducted from their score

◊ Prior to any laboratory work, students will receive safety instruction. These instructions must be followed at all times. Students who fail to observe safety rules or whose conduct poses a danger to themselves or other students will be prohibited from future laboratory participation. Students who arrive late to class during a laboratory activity pose a disruptive risk to other students and may not be admitted to the classroom. Alternative arrangements will be made for those students on those days. 

Students who wish to earn extra credit may do so if all regular assignments are completed. Extra credit work cannot be used to replace missing or incomplete class work

Students who wish to receive extra help may arrange to meet with Mr. Chaparian after school or during free periods at a mutually convenient time
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