Instructor: Alicia Green
greena@techhigh.us
508-751-7620
10th grade College level ELA

Course Description:

This sophomore English course is designed for the college- level student. There will be a heavy focus on improving students’ writing skills in preparation for the MCAS. Students will write descriptive, persuasive, and analytical essays and develop textually supported answers to open response questions. In addition to writing, students will continue the study of a variety of reading materials including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, essays, drama, and the short story. 

Course Objectives:
Students will:
1. Identify the varied forms of literature and literary devices.

2. Read, discuss, and write about various literary genres, including drama (Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare), novels, various short stories and poetry.

3. Identify point of view, telling detail, attitude, tone, and imagery in the various literary genres.

4. Practice active reading strategies such as note taking, predicting, summarizing, and book marking.

5. Interpret an essay question or an open response question before answering it in preparation for the MCAS.

6. Discuss, clarify, edit, and rewrite five paragraph essays in preparation for the MCAS.

7. Produce multi-paragraph writing that shows a thorough understanding of the writing process and competencies.
8. Analyze patterns of imagery and symbolism.

9. Interpret themes and give supporting evidence from a text.
10. Learn vocabulary from context clues in their reading of literature.
11. Expand their vocabulary by using idioms correctly, cognates, words with literal and figurative meanings and patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or functions. 
12. Recognize the function of and practice using verbals.

13. Analyze the structure of sentences.

14. Gain competency in spelling a specific list of words.

15. Keep weekly journals and will be accountable for three entries each week.
Materials:

Stop Pretending 

      Sonya Sones

        Q1

The House on Mango Street         Sandra Cisneros                        Q1/Q2         


A Lesson Before Dying                Ernest J. Gaines

        Q2


Julius Caesar                                 William Shakespeare  
        Q3/4

The Catcher in the Rye                 J.D Salinger

        Q4


The Language of Literature          McDougall Little

        Q1-4

Assessment:

A. Teacher-made and standardized tests and quizzes

B. Semester exams or projects

C. Teacher evaluation of compositions using rubrics
E. Small group discussion/ Socratic Seminars
F. Various projects and activities (class work)

G. MCAS- Long Compositions and Open Response
H. Homework assignments

I. Journals
