Instructor: Alicia Green
greena@techhigh.us
508-751-7620

9th grade Honors level ELA
Course Description:

This freshman English course is designed for the honors student. Students will read, discuss, and write about various literary genres, including such works as Anderson’s Speak, Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird, Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, and Homer’s epic The Odyssey. Emphasis will be placed on writing with the expectation of lengthier and more in-depth assignments from the honor student, with writing geared toward the MCAS. In addition, students will learn new vocabulary words each week, review commonly misspelled words, review homophones, and understand the meaning of less commonly words used in the literature selections. They will continue to build upon previous knowledge of sentence structure, mechanics, verb tenses, and clauses. A major goal of this course is to improve the students' creative and critical thinking skills. Teaching techniques will be employed which challenge students' imaginations and encourage them to approach topics from new perspectives 

Objectives:
Students will:

1. Recognize plot, character, theme, setting, and point of view in selected short stories and specified novels.

2. Identify dramatic and lyric poetry. They will note word choice, tone, figurative language, imagery, and structure in poems.

3. Interpret the effect of imagery and recognize figures of speech, characters, and plot in Romeo and Juliet and in other major works of literature.
4. Recognize the various gods and goddesses of Greek mythology. 

5. Review and understand English grammar 

6. Employ active reading strategies such as note taking, predicting, summarizing, and book marking.

7. Learn how to spell and use vocabulary words.

8. Create multi-paragraph writings, leading up to an eight paragraph essay in preparation for the MCAS. 

9. Formulate answers to open response questions in preparation for the MCAS.
10. Prepare and deliver a speech..

11. Keep journals and will be accountable for three new entries each week.

12. Analyze and use logic and evidence in persuasive writing.

13. Analyze and use various genres to express theme.

14. Analyze fictional elements of irony, foreshadowing, and point of view; non-fictional elements of logic, structure, and use of evidence, poetic elements of sound, diction, figurative language and dramatic structure.

15. Write well organized essays and research papers that have a clear focus, logical development, effective use of detail and a variety of sentence structure.

Text Books and Novels: 


Speak




    Laurie Halse Anderson

To Kill A Mockingbird                                     Harper Lee

Romeo and Juliet                                          William Shakespeare

Of Mice and Men


    John Steinbeck

The Odyssey                                                           Homer

Elements of Literature


     Holt
Assessment:
A. Teacher-made and standardized tests and quizzes

B. Semester exams /final assessment exam

C. Teacher evaluation of compositions using rubrics
E. Teacher and student evaluation of oral speeches

F. Small group discussions/ Socratic Seminars
G. Various projects and activities (class work)

H. Homework assignments
I. Journals
