Telecom Industry Advisor Meeting

Friday, November 02, 2007

10:52 AM

 

	Subject
	Telecom Industry Advisor Meeting

	Date and Location
	Thursday, November 01, 2007 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM, One Skyline Drive, Worcester, MA 01605

	Attendees
	 O'Connor, Robert; Robert.k.Pumphret@verizonbusiness.com; JCapuano@neoninc.com; Mann, Frank;  james.w.berthiaume@verizon.com; Nick Perno

	Message
	
The fall 2007 General Advisory Board meeting was held Thursday November 1, 2007 at 5:00 PM 

Ted Coghlin, Peter Crafts and Sheila Harrity presented updates for the School to all the advisors.

Telecom Specific Agenda
 1. Reviewed the 5 year budget and discussed the importance of hiring a 4th instructor to be able to support the additional student load. With three instructors we have to limit the new freshman class to 11 students.

 2. Introduced New Instructor (Mr. O'Connor)

 3. Discussed the relevance of the curriculum to the industry. We are teaching IT Esentials, CCNA and Security. In related theory we are still following the Microsoft MCSE path. Each advisor discussed specific skills they use and require during recruiting activities. However, they all agreed the our curriculum path provides students with the essential skills to get employed in their industry.  Curriculum Changes ; we discussed the changes in the curriculum (Discovery released this year)  

4. Co-op and Internship Update. I suggested we have to add members to the advisory board and asked each member to search for candidates. There were many discussions about what our students would need to help them gain an internship co-op or full time position. We all agreed that the A+ certification should be the highest priority for all the students and we discussed ways to help the students finance the cert test. Wilson language has agreed to pay for their co-op's test (Brandon passed). I asked the members to look for ways to raise money for our shop. The money would only be used to pay for cert tests for the students. 

We also discussed ways to get the students more visibility to the community. Jim Capuano thought he could have some success in that area.
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