WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
GENERAL ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 4, 2010

MINUTES

The 2010 Fall General Advisory Board Meeting was well attended with approximately 300 members present.  Mr. Coghlin introduced Principal Sheila Harrity to start the meeting.  Ms Harrity welcomed the group and introduced Dr. Mulqueen, Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Gribouski, Quadrant Manager and Michael O’Brien, City Manager, who were in attendance.
Manager O’Brien came to the podium to speak about the collaboration between Worcester Public Schools, Worcester Technical High School, and City Government.  The Manager felt that the City needed to dress-up the city for the holiday season.  Resources were limited so he approached WTHS to see if there was a possibility of the faculty and students helping with the project.  He was able to raise funds for materials and resources.  When he visited WTHS earlier in the week, he was amazed and awe-struck with the results.  The Sheet Metal, Welding, Machine, and Drafting Departments, with assistance from Sunshine Sign Company, have created over 100 illuminated snowflake wreaths that will be hung from late November into February throughout the city.  Principal Harrity and Director Peter Crafts unveiled one of the illuminated wreaths on the stage to everyone’s amazement.

Ms Harrity continued the meeting with additional successes.  She informed the audience that WTHS is being considered for the MetLife/NASSP (National Association of Secondary School Principals) Award.  This is a national award that received 200 applications. Seventeen finalists were selected.  Awards will be given to five (5) high schools and five (5) middle schools across the country.  She is anxiously awaiting the results which are expected to be received within the next two weeks.  The recipients of this award will receive a grant to be used for student activities and they will be featured in a national magazine.  Winners will present to other school principals at the annual NASSP Conference in San Francisco next February.  
WTHS was also recognized by Harvard University at their national conference where 15 schools were selected for making significant gains.  Ms Harrity also recognized Michele Emond, Department Head for the Allied Health Program for being selected Teacher of the Year last year, not only at WTHS but also by Worcester Public Schools.  This is the first time a vocational/technical teacher has been selected by WPS to receive this award.

Ms Harrity provided the latest academic data.  The WTHS 2010 graduation rate was 87.5% which is 3% higher than the state average.  Our attendance is the highest, drop-out rate the lowest in the city with more students going on to 4-year institutions of higher education than the past four years.  We did not make AYP (Adequate Yearly Progress) in all the subgroups this year but we did make it in the aggregate in math.  In ELA we missed it by only 0.1%.  The plan is to work harder to improve so we will make AYP next year.  As a side note, 57% of Massachusetts high schools did not make AYP last year.  The WTHS Accountability Plan is posted on the WPS website for anyone to review.

In the area of Advanced Placement, Ms Harrity announced that WTHS was selected to receive a grant from the Massachusetts Math and Science Initiative (MMSI) to support our A/P programs.  Only two vocational schools received this grant.  We now offer AP English Language, AP English Literature, AP Biology, and AP Statistics with plans to add AP Physics and AP Environmental Science.
Mr. Crafts was then introduced.  He gave an overview of the accomplishments in the vocational/technical programs.  Seimans-Morgan made a large donation to the Electromechanical Program.  The Telecommunications Program is creating commuter carts with net books for the Environmental Tech students to use in the field.  A slide show was presented showing the Environmental Tech students using their mobile lab performing water and soil testing.

In the Early Childhood Program, the construction academy built a house for their use in the pre-school student play area.  It coincided with the reading by Dr. Paul Reville, Commissioner of Education, of the book “The House that Jack Built”.  This year the Biotechnology Program started thanks to grant funding and the hiring of a Boston University professor.  Genzyme, Abbott, and Astrazeneca made substantial donations to Skyline Technical Fund to help make this happen and discussions are ongoing with Fisher Scientific Education for an entrustment.
The Veterinary Tech and Allied Health Programs started a WTHS Chapter of HOSA winning the UMass Medical Competition.  The WTHS Robotics Program participated in the VEX Robotics competition again this year, winning regional and state competitions and faring very well at international competitions in Dallas.  DECA students were winners in the regional and state competitions and went to nationals in Kentucky.  SkillsUSA had a regional and state winner from Sheet Metal who went on to place in the national competition in Kansas City.  Automotive students won every competition they entered last year at regional and state levels and did very well at the national Ford AAA event.  The Auto Body Program is going through their self-study for NATEF accreditation.
Cosmetology students have utilized their talents with industry demonstrations. The Culinary students participated in a Girl Scout challenge creating new recipes using Girl Scout cookies and they also made 200 smiley face cupcakes for the Harvey Ball Award celebration.  The Hospitality students again participated in the Deutsche Bank Golf tournament this year and WTHS will be hosting a golf tournament in the spring with the proceeds going to the Skyline Technical Fund.  Donations will be gratefully accepted if anyone would like to provide raffle items or sponsor a hole.
The Machine Shop students made a mace for UMass Medical School for their graduation.  Our principal, not to be outdone, asked them to make one for WTHS.  Now we are getting requests from other colleges that would like one.

Mr. Coghlin returned to the microphone to conclude the meeting.  He stressed the need for leads or contacts for potential donations and entrustments.  There is a 2.7 million dollar need, from the 24 program 5-Year Plans, to keep the equipment “state of the art”.  Skyline Technical Fund will soon have a website showcasing the programs at WTHS and explaining the entrustment opportunities.  He will be traveling to Washington to continue pursuing funding for the Innovation Center.  There is genuine interest from government funding sources.  He expressed his desire to remain Chair of the General Advisory as long as we’ll have him.  
The meeting adjourned at 6:00pm.  A light supper was provided in the cafeteria and the individual program advisory meetings followed.

