Worcester Vocational High School
General Advisory Board Meeting

Thursday, October 27, 2005
5:00 p.m.
MINUTES

The Fall 2005 General Advisory Board Meeting was held in the Butler Conference Center at the current Worcester Vocational High School.  This was the first time that both the General Advisory and the Individual Program Advisory Boards met together.
More than 150 advisors and faculty members attended the meeting.  Mr. Crafts started the meeting by welcoming all attendees and introducing Mrs. Anderson as the new Co-Op and Placement Coordinator.  He then turned the meeting over to Mr. Coghlin, General Advisory Board Chairperson.
Mr. Coghlin spoke about the Certificate of Occupational Proficiency (COPs) meetings with Mr. Wheeler from the Department of Education and the need for professional development for the entire vocational & technical faculty.  

Mr. Coghlin then provided an update on the progress of the new school and the entrustments that are being formulated.  Dedicated spaces, naming of Academies, articulation agreements with area colleges, Center for Workforce Development, and the October 2006 Dedication Ceremony were also discussed.  Everyone was invited to tour the new facility when we take possession in January or February of 2006.
Mr. Canali, Principal of WVHS was introduced.  He spoke about WVHS’s 98% pass rate on the MCAS exams and commended the Assistant Principals for their work with the students and their assistance in increasing the Math pass rate by 11%.  In speaking of the new school he noted that it will have a capacity for 1500 day students.  Currently WVHS employs 159 faculty and staff.  The new school will employ 200 faculty and staff members.  The custodial staff will increase by 11 to 16 people bring the total number of custodians to 17-22.

Mr. Crafts explained the Validation Form for a Draft Vocational Technical Curriculum Framework form that each advisor was asked to complete by the Department of Education.  All of the vocational schools in the State of Massachusetts have been asked to complete these forms in order to establish a standard curriculum by the end of December 2005.

He concluded the meeting with an update on the new school.  FF&E (furniture, fixtures, and equipment) monetary needs exceed $17 million; $5.8 million is available from the budget because of construction cost increases due to agreements with the environmental group and increases in building material.   Skyline Technical Foundation (a 501-c3) was established in 2005 to help narrow the gap. The Skyline Technical Foundation mission is only to support the mission and objectives of the Worcester Technical High School.  Thanks to Mr. Coghlin and his continuous efforts to raise money to equip the school some of the short fall is being made up through entrustments with major corporations.   

The General Advisory portion of the meeting concluded.  There was a brief break for a light supper and the group disbursed to their individual program areas for their first advisory meeting of the 2005-06 academic school year and to complete the Department of Education forms.
