WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

GENERAL ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

MAY 17, 2007

MINUTES

The General Advisory Board Meeting was held in the Conference Center at WTHS.  The meeting was well attended by advisors, faculty members, and representatives from administration.  Total in attendance was approximately 120.  
The meeting commenced at 5:10 p.m. with opening remarks by Ted Coghlin.  Ted reported the many successes experienced over the past year.  Cash and pledges to Skyline Technical Fund are over $4 million plus equipment donations over $3.5 million.  We have major sponsors for 10 programs with many individual sponsors for most of the other 15 departments.  We are continually looking for companies interested in sponsoring these departments.  Naming rights are available in many areas.  People who know people get results.  We need your suggestions and ideas.
There is an ongoing relationship with Dell, Mr. Crafts sits on their National Advisory Board and dined with Michael Dell two weeks ago.  We help Dell / Dell refreshes our equipment.  There have been meetings and discussions with Polytechnic Institute of Suffolk, Ipswich, England, Kaluga, Russia, WPI and MIT.

The Department of Education is using our school as the model for Essex on the North Shore, and Putnam/Springfield with their new technical school planning.  Both are in the process of designing and building schools in the $100 million range.

The Central MA Institute for Workforce Development is moving ahead.  We expect to hire a part-time person this summer to assist Dee Anderson in the fall.  We are working on plans to offer ESL, basic skills in Machine, CNC, CAD/CAM, and Robotics.

Dee Anderson was introduced and explained the ongoing collaborations with area colleges.  QCC, for example, now gives preference to our Allied Health students for acceptance into their nursing programs.  Our students are better prepared than in previous years therefore meeting the acceptance criteria set by QCC.
Ted mentioned that there are empty spaces throughout the facility that could be filled with donated antique equipment Al Cooper from Atlas Press has placed donated printing equipment at the end of the corridor on the second floor of Building B, just down the hall from Graphics, that depict technological advances in the Graphics industry.  If other companies wish to donate old equipment, we will display it in an appropriate location.
A DECA student was then introduced to invite the members of the group to attend the Annual Hunger Awareness Breakfast to be held at WTHS on June 1st.  Mr. Foisy had printed information for anyone that was interested.

Mr. Crafts updated the audience on more student accomplishments.  MCAS pass rate – 98%.  Past two years, with night classes, 100%.  Next year we will be offering AP Biology.  This will increase the college acceptances for students.  There are also plans to increase the honors courses and add additional AP courses in the years ahead.  Changing technology requires a higher level employee.  Therefore, we are required to educate and graduate a higher level student.

Mr. Coghlin, spoke about Skyline Technical Fund, George I. Alden Trust, our visitors from Russia, Germany, Georgia, and the mid-west.  He raised $1 million in cash in 2006, plans to raise an additional million plus in 2007-08.  Major players are being sought out for donations.

Mr. Crafts thanked Mr. Staltare and the Hotel, Restaurant Management team for the success in becoming involved with the Tiger Woods Foundation Golf Tournament.  We have been invited to be members of the “Birdies for Charity”.  This gives us the opportunity to place a brief description of the Skyline Technical Fund on the tournament website.  Potential donors will select organizations to contribute to.  It is a wonderful fundraising opportunity that may continue for years to come.
The next item on the agenda was the Certificate of Proficiency (COP’s) Program.  This is the technical equivalent of the MCAS.  The certificate will have a list of standard accomplishments that the students must master in order to receive the certificate and a diploma. Starting in 2010, all students must pass the COP’s exam in their field.  Pilot testing started this Spring, more programs will be added in the Fall.

5-year plans were then discussed.  Advisors were encouraged to review the plans for their department.  It is critical that we know each department’s needs, regardless of cost, for the current year as well as their future needs.  Planning needs to be done for funding, whether it be WPS, Skyline, or industry providing the funds.  Each program’s plan needs the approval of their Advisory Board.

The meeting was adjourned and a light supper was provided. 

The individual department meetings followed.
