Early Childhood Education 

Grade 10 

Instructor: Mrs. Margaret Mann
1.  Course Description:

This course is the second of four courses designed to meet the requirements for qualification through the Department of Early Education and Care for a  pre-school/infant/toddler teacher.  It is a full year course; meeting 5 times per week every other week, 8:15 A.M.–1:50 P. M. Students will participate in the WTHS lab pre-school as a student teacher.  Under the direction of a certified Early Childhood Education teacher, students will guide the children’s learning in one of the following centers on a daily basis: Dramatic Play, Art, Block, Sand, Water, Library & Writing, Paint, Playdough, Manipulatives, Math, Science, and Computers. They will participate in both small and large group activities with 4 year-old children.  Students will gradually be given greater responsibility in The Pre-School. Each student will assume the role of “teacher in charge”.

In the Curriculum Planning room, students will prepare for their responsibilities in The Pre-school.  They will research and write lesson plans, review quality children’s literature, create a file of activities, illustrate selected children’s literature for use with a felt board and design bulletin boards for display in The Pre-School.  They will also be instructed in the sanitary and safety procedures required by the Department of Early Education and Care (DEEC).
2.  Instructional Philosophy

The entire course goals listed below is expected to be met by each student. 

Students must be on time and demonstrate good attendance. Active involvement and observation of the certified teacher as a role model in the lab pre-school will foster development of empathy, initiative, cooperation and respect for others as well as teaching techniques.

They will work independently as well as a member of a teaching team in planning activities for the children. To develop time management skills, projects will be assigned on Monday of each week and will be due on Friday of the same week. The teacher will provide personalized instruction to aid students in completing the assignments while guiding them toward independence. 

Student assessment will be based on their performance in the pre-school and the quality and timely completion of their Curriculum Planning projects.

3.  Course Goals

     Students will learn how to:

A.
Follow sanitary and safety procedures as prescribed by the Department of Early Education and Care (DEEC).
B.
Demonstrate professional behavior

C.
Facilitate children’s learning in small and large groups in our lab pre-school as a student teacher.

D.
Study and experience how you, as a teacher, can contribute to the growth and development of young children in a pre-school environment

E.
Develop the skills that can lead to “teacher qualified” through the Department of Early Education and Care in an Infant, Toddler, or Pre-School program. 

F.
Become certified in Adult/Child/Infant CPR

4.  Major Course Projects

     Students will be expected to:

A.
Create curriculum materials for the “Career Portfolio” 

B.
Assume the role of “Teacher for the Day”

C.
Meet with the Grade Ten EEC Teacher, Co-op Coordinator and the EC Department Head of Early Care and Education in mid February to assess student’s overall progress

5.  General Project Outline

Each student will be responsible for completing a variety of assignments on a weekly basis. All assignments are due on Friday and if you are absent, it is due on the first day you return to school – not the next Technical week. It is your responsibility to turn your work in. All work should be placed in the large Ziploc bag provided.

Objective

Every Monday in the Curriculum Class, a weekly assignment sheet will passed out to each student. It will include, but not be limited to the following assignments. All work is expected to be neat, organized, and passed in promptly. Eventually the student will select specific items to be used in the Career Portfolio.

A.
Research and write two lesson plans weekly.

Using the lesson plan format, each student will be responsible for writing two lesson plans each week. One should be related to the topic of the week, and one should be related to free art. Prior to writing out any lesson plan, the teacher’s approval must be received. One lesson plan should be for use in the Table/Art Center and the other for use in any other Center in the Pre-School.

B.
Read and summarize six children’s books from the assigned weekly list.

Each student will be responsible for writing a summary of six children’s book each technical week. The first technical week of each month, three of the books will be related to the author we are studying for that month. In addition, three books will be related to the topic for that particular week. The second technical week of the month, three of the books will be related to a particular “issue” (special needs, bullying, etc.) and three will be related to the topic for the week. Summaries are expected to be in the format provided.

C.
Investigate the source of four topic related activities and write a summary of each activity onto file cards using a prescribed format.

The teacher will provide all the information a student needs to complete four file cards. This information will include the title of the activity, the source (what book or website it came from), a list of required materials and lastly, the directions as to how to complete the activity. Students will use this information to write and summarize each file card in the format provided.

D.
Complete a Weekly Thematic Planner.

Every week on Monday, a weekly thematic planner will be distributed. It is to be completed on the topic that you will be introducing to the children for the following week. Using curriculum resource books and various Early Childhood friendly web sites, each student will be responsible for completing their own weekly thematic planner. Students are to research ideas and activities that will be suitable for use in specific centers in the Pre-School. Students are encouraged to be as creative as they want when filling out this planner, must include all documentation regarding the source for the idea and will be graded on their appropriateness for use with young children. During terms one and two, students will be given advanced notice if they will be asked to complete any of the activities with the children. During terms three and four, when a student is assigned the “Teacher for the Day”, he/she will be asked to use the ideas and activities listed in the weekly thematic planner as they plan out the days events.
E.
Complete two Nursery Rhyme Cards from the assigned list weekly.

Each technical week, students will be asked to complete 1-2 Nursery Rhyme cards from a list provided. Students will be responsible for recording both the traditional as well as the politically correct and/or “gentle” version of each rhyme. In some cases, pictures will be provided and in other cases the student will be responsible for designing his/her own. All materials and supplies to make these Nursery Rhyme cards will be distributed at the beginning of each week. 

F.
Create an interfacing/felt story or fingerplay song/poem weekly.

A felt story or fingerplay song/poem will be due every technical week on Friday. The stories have been selected to offer each student a variety of mediums to work with – felt, interfacing, book form, three dimensional – as well as a variety of types of stories. When possible, every attempt was made to select stories to coincide with the monthly “Author Study” A list of the felt stories along with the type of medium that is required will be provided.

G.
Complete a math game weekly.

Every technical week, a math game will be assigned. Each math game is designed to teach skills that align with the Pre-K curriculum frameworks and the WPS pre-school math curriculum, “Math Your Way” A variety of mediums will be used to complete these games and activities. Directions for making each math game will be given out on Monday of each technical week.

H.
Complete a monthly essay based on a variety of topics that will be used in your “Career Portfolio”.

On the first Friday of every month, each student will be responsible for completing a rough draft on a specific topic. Each rough draft may be handwritten (skip every other line) or typed (double spaced please!)  The final copy is due on the second Friday of the month. Using your edited rough draft as a guide, all final copies need to be typed, double spaced, and saved on a flash stick.

I.
Develop a bulletin board for display in The Pre-School.

During terms two, three, and four each student will be responsible for designing and creating a bulletin board that is to be displayed in the Pre-School area. Assignments to bulletin boards will be made on a rotating basis (either individually or as a group) and need to alternate between being a display of the children’s work and a display of the theme for the week. All bulletin boards must meet with prior approval before being displayed.

J.
Write journal entries. 

Reflective/Analytical: Using a prescribed format, each student will be responsible for writing a journal entry daily. All entries must be kept in the spiral bound notebook provided by your technical teacher. Individual sheets of paper are not acceptable. Each entry should start with a topic sentence and spelling does count. Each day, you will be asked to record events (just the facts) that happen in The Pre-School and then record how you reacted towards each situation. This is the analysis or all about me section (what you liked/disliked; what you learned and/or would do differently; and/or anything else that you think would be pertinent to the situation being discussed)!

K.
Guide children’s learning in each of the learning centers in The Pre-School.

Each day during the first two terms of the student’s technical week, a student will be assigned to a different center in The Pre-School on a rotating basis. In the assigned center, the student will serve as the teacher for the day in this center. A daily grade sheet will be used to evaluate a student’s performance. Eventually, during terms three and four, each student will be assigned at least once per term to serve as the Pre-School teacher for the entire classroom.

L.
Participate in small group and large group activities in the Pre-School.

Using the materials created in the Curriculum course each student will have the opportunity to plan and lead large and small group activities on a rotating basis. In order to assure that students are well prepared to carry out these activities, advance notice will be given prior to being assigned to lead an activity (usually, this is done at the beginning of each technical week).

M.
Set up and supervise children’s snack time.

Following the guidelines provided in the Health and Safety handbook, each student will be responsible for setting up snack time for the children on a rotating basis. At all times, students will be required to wear plastic food gloves when handling food.

N.
Perform the daily and weekly sanitizing of the pre-school equipment and classroom.

At least once per week, students will be responsible for organizing, cleaning, and sanitizing the pre-school classroom… Refer to the Health and Safety Handbook!
6.
Instructional Delivery Plan


The teacher will work in small groups with the students guiding them with their assigned curriculum work. The teacher will work with students individually in the area of lesson plan writing. All assignments for the week will be listed on a “Weekly Assignment Sheet”, and this will enable the student to complete the assignments independently at their own pace. The teacher will be a guide and  

demonstrate the assignments. Students will complete a journal entry describing their involvement in class as well as their participation in the pre-school setting. They will also be responsible for writing one essay per month on a specific topic (with the exception of December). Weekly book summaries will also be assigned in order to expose students to various genres. A written summary and a detailed analysis of each story read are required. 

I have read and understand the above syllabus that outlines what will be expected of 

my child during his/her sophomore year at Worcester Technical High School in the field of Early Education and Care. All of these assignments have been designed to support the Early Childhood Competencies of the Vocational Technical Frameworks set forth by the State. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher, Mrs. Mann at the WTHS at (508) 799-1967.

_____________________________________  

__________________


(parent’s signature)






(date)                          

_______________________________________________________

___________________________


(student’s signature)






(date)

_________________________
      _________________________

              (date received)

 (date returned)
