ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION SYLLABUS
TEXTS:


Elements of Literature Fifth Course.  Beers, Odell, 2007.




The Bedford Reader Tenth Edition. Kennedy, Kennedy, and Aaron.

Boston: St. Martin’s, 2009. 
Everything’s An Argument. Lunsford, Andrea, and John J. Ruszkeiwicz.   







Boston:  St. Martin’s, 2007.





50 Essays, A Portable Anthology 2nd Edition. Cohen, Samuel. 

Bedford/St.Martin’s, 2008
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
“As in the college course, the purpose of AP the English Language and Composition course is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate with mature readers” (The College Board AP Course Description 2008).  The goals of this class are to strengthen the student’s abilities as a critical reader, an eloquent writer, and an independent thinker. Students are required to write extensively, engage in lively discussions, and be prepared to read material on his/her own.  Every student will be required to write in many different styles, be able to revise on their own, in a small group setting and with the teacher.  Be aware that this is a college level course; performance expectations and workload are the same as a university course. Do not forget this!  

Students entering AP English are (should be) already skilled in basic composition and are proficient in their use of standard English conventions; i.e., grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  In this class, students will refine those skills to develop sophistication and stylistic maturity in writing.  Students will demonstrate their writing skills through journals, timed essays, muli-draft essays, and a research paper of some length.  

Students will be required to read a number of various prose style pieces and write numerous essays giving evidence of students’ understanding and skills in analyzing the standard rhetorical modes.  
Along with the process of reading, writing, and discussing texts, students will become accomplished in composing for different audiences and purposes.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· Students will read diverse number of literary pieces, both fiction and non-fiction in order to:
1. Analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining the author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques
2. Apply effective strategies and techniques in students’ own writing

3. Create and sustain arguments based on readings and research

4. Demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English along with stylistic maturity in writing

5. Write in a variety of genres and contexts, employing appropriate conventions

6. Move effectively through the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revision, self & peer editing, and review

7. Produce a variety of writing samples, including, but not limited to, the following types of essays:  Narrative, descriptive, analytical, argumentative, persuasive, and synthesis and research with focus on MLA style
8. Identify key literary and rhetorical structures in writing and effectively use them in their own compositions
9. Analyze how visual images relate to written texts and serve as alternative forms of texts themselves

10. Develop an enriched vocabulary, which is reflected in both oral and written communication
OVERVIEW:
· Students will write at least one essay each week—some of these will take the form of AP Passage Responses (much writing and revision to be done in class, but at-home writing will also be required)
· This course will be set up according to “thematic content” for each unit.  (Titles may be subject to change according to time available or as the teacher finds other titles that may work for the “thematic unit” as well.)  Each unit requires students to acquire and use rich vocabulary, to use standard English grammar, and to understand the importance of diction and syntax in an author’s style.
· PLEASE NOTE:  There is NO late work accepted.  DO YOUR WORK!  This is a college-level course, and in college, professors DO NOT accept late work.  There is no extra credit work in this AP class—do not ask for any.  GRADES ARE NEVER DISCUSSED in class!  You may make an appointment to see me after school if you need to discuss your grade.
· No use of cell phones and electronic devices in class.
· Positive classroom participation and behavior – this class is largely student-centered, and students should come to class ready to contribute in classroom discussions.  Disrespectful behavior toward teacher or fellow classmates will not be tolerated.
· Academic dishonesty – no cheating or plagiarism.
· The ultimate goal of this course is to prepare the student to take the Advanced Placement English and Composition exam in the spring. 
EVALUATION:


From The College Board AP English Language and Composition Syllabus 4, 2008

Essays 30%: 

Essays will be written first as in-class essays and graded as rough drafts which are 



self-edited and peer-edited before you type your final copies.




 All drafts MUST be submitted with the final copies, and graded copies




will go into your portfolio.  
Tests:  25%

Most tests will be made up of multiple-choice questions based on rhetorical




devices and their function in given passages from a diverse number of literary




pieces.  Some passages are from texts that have been read and studied; other




passages are from new material that you will analyze for the first time.

Quizzes: 25%

These will be primarily “reading quizzes” to ascertain that you have done the




assigned readings.  Each unit also has at least one quiz on vocabulary from

the readings.  Please note that each unit also has at least one quiz on grammatical and mechanical concepts reviewed in daily tasks and/or given as homework.  

Daily/Homework: 20%
Daily and homework assignments consist of a variety of tasks.  These include,




but are not limited to,  grammar reviews, vocabulary exercise, annotation of 




texts, and fluency writing.  We will also focus on steps leading to larger projects



such as research, drafts, and edits for essays.

PLEASE NOTE:  The AP English Language and Composition course requires much outside reading and writing.  Therefore,  you WILL be given assignments during your trade week.  This is the only way we will be able to get through the material presented.

*  Some writing and most assessments will be timed.  
REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR CLASS:
· 3” three-ring binder with dividers and college ruled paper
· Black and white composition book (with 3 holes) – for literary dictionary
· Lined, 3x5” index cards
· Pens – blue or black only; pencils
· Dictionary (for home use)
The AP Exam

You are required to take the AP Exam in May.  A grade of 3 (out of 5) on the exam may provide English credit at the school of your choice.

TOPICS LEARNED AND APPLIED FOR ACADEMIC YEAR :

· Literary time period of American Literature (Puritan, Revolutionary, Romantic, Realism, Modernism, Contemporary)

· The Basics of Rhetoric: definition and purpose of argument; the rhetorical triangle; Persuasive appeals: ethos, pathos and logos

· Review of Schemes and Tropes, aka Rhetorical Devices
· MLA Style: review and extension

· SOAPSTone (speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, subject)
· Analyzing Visual Arguments

· Latin and Greek Roots
· Vocabulary to know for the AP and SAT Exams
· Reading from several essay sources
· Current events via magazine articles and newspaper articles
· College Essay 
FIRST QUARTER

UNIT #1 – ETHICS AND VIOLENCE
TOPICS AND SKILLS TO LEARN THIS QUARTER
· Puritan Literary Time Period
· Literary Devices (refresh from sophomore year)
· Rhetorical Devices 
· Vocabulary Development
· Latin and Greek Roots
· Rhetorical Devices to know for AP Test
· SAT vocabulary
· SOAPSTone ( analysis of non-fiction, fiction, drama
· PPSSSSSTT ( analysis of poetry
· Rhetorical Triangle ( analysis of persuasive appeals of non-fiction/visual text
· Analyzing Visual Images
· Non-fiction: reading essays, magazines and newspapers
PURITAN LITERARY PERIOD

· The Scarlet Letter (Summer Reading)

· “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards (Elements of Literature, page 44 )

· “Upon the Burning of Our Home” by Anne Bradstreet (Elements of Literature, page 27)
EVERYTHING’S AN ARGUMENT - Chapters 1 – 5
· Argument

· Pathos

· Ethos

· Logos

· Thinking Rhetorically

EVERYDAY USE – Chapters 1 – 3
· Everyday Use: Rhetoric in Our Lives

· Understanding the Traditional Canons of Rhetoric: Invention and Memory

· Using the Traditional Canons of Rhetoric:  Arrangement, Style, and Delivery

CURRENTS IN LITERATURE w/ Mini Grammar Lessons (handouts)
· “Crispus Attucks, Martyr for American Independence” by Langston Hughes page 7
· Using Context Clues

· “from American History” by Judith Ortiz Cofer, page 185
· Compound-Complex Sentences

· “Setting Free the Crabs” by Barbara Kingsolver page 215 

· Using Possessives Correctly

UNIT FOCUS:
	
	UNIT #1 – ETHICS AND VIOLENCE 

	NOVELS


	The Scarlet Letter (summer reading)


	FICTION/NON-FICTION: SHORT STORIES & ARTICLES


	·   “Thirty Eight Who Saw Murder Didn’t Call the Police” by Martin Gansberg (handout)

· “What’s Wrong with Animal Rights”, by Vickie Hearne (50 Essays, page 192)

· “Plata o Plomo: Silver or Lead” by Marie Javdani (The Bedford Reader, page 448)

· “Live Free and Starve” by Chitra Divakaruni (The Bedford Reader, page 442)

· “Shooting an Elephant” by George Owell (The Bedford Reader page 634)

· “The Market for a Yale Woman’s Eggs (The Bedford Reader, page 114)

· “Gay Marriage: Societal Suicide” by Charles Colson (The Bedford Reader, page 554)

· “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson (The Bedford Reader, page 123)

· “Black Men and Public Spaces” by Brent Staples (The Bedford Reader, page 208)



	POETRY


	· “Bob Dylan (from MCAS)

· “Richard Cory” by Edwin Arlington Robinson (handout)
· “Sonnet 29” by William Shakespeare (handout)



	VISUALS


	· The Twin Towers photos
· Theme-related photos, video clips and/or cartoons from current periodicals  



WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:
· Scarlet Letter Essay
· Rhetorical Essay
· Argumentative Essay
· Compare/Contrast (poems)
· Short writing assignments as required
AP REVIEW:
· AP Exam Review: Rhetorical Essay and Argumentative Essay 
SECOND QUARTER

UNIT #2 – MAN VS SOCIETY
UNIT #3 - SELF DISCOVERY

TOPICS AND SKILLS TO LEARN THIS QUARTER

· Revolutionary, Romantic and Realism Literary Time Periods
· Using Rhetorical Devices in writing
· Vocabulary Development
· Latin and Greek Roots
· Words to know for AP Test
· SAT words
· Improved usage of 
· SOAPSTone
· PPSSSSSTT
· Improved usage of 
· Rhetorical Triangle
· Persuasive Appeals (ethos, pathos, logos)
· Analyzing Visual Images
· MLA format
· Synthesis Essay
· Non-fiction: reading essays, magazines and newspapers
REVOLUTIONARY, ROMANTIC AND REALISM LITERARY TIME PERIOD

· “Speech to the Virginia Convention by Patrick Henry (Elements of Literature, page 78 )
·  “Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson (Elements of Literature, page 96 )
· “from Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson (Elements of Literature, page 184)
·  “from Civil Disobedience” by Henry David Thoreau (Elements of Literature, page 208)

· “The Pit and the Pendulum” by Edgar Allan Poe (Elements of Literature, page 253 )

· “The Lowest Animal” by Mark Twain (Elements of Literature, page 457/469)
EVERYTHING’S AN ARGUMENT - Chapters 6 – 11

· Structuring Arguments 
· Arguments

· Facts
· Definition

· Casual

EVERYDAY USE – Chapters 4-5, 7

· Rhetoric and the Writer

· Rhetoric and the Reader

· Rhetoric in Narrative 

CURRENTS IN LITERATURE w/ Mini Grammar Lessons (handouts)
· “Concord Hymn” by Ralph Waldo Emerson, page 11

· Grammar Lesson: Writing Complete Sentences

· “The Woman Warrior: Memories of a Girlhood Among Ghosts” by Maxine Hong Kingston page 71

· Correcting Run-on Sentences
· “from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer” by Mark Twain, page 143
· “A Pair of Silk Stockings” by Kate Chopin, page 229

· Common Usage Problems

UNIT FOCUS:

	
	UNIT #2 – MAN VS SOCIETY
	 UNIT #3 – SELF DISCOVERY

	NOVELS


	The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger – independent reading


	The Awakening by Kate Chopin  – independent reading

	FICTION/NON-FICTION: SHORT STORIES & ARTICLES


	■ “Homeless’ by Anna Quindlan (The Bedford Reader, page 198)

■ “On Dumpster Diving” by Lars Eighner (50 Essays, page 161)
 ■  “from Invisible Man” by Ralph Ellison (handout)
■  “We are Free to Be You, Me, Stupid and Dead” by Roger Rosenblatt (The Bedford Reader, page 215)


	■  “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin (handout)
■  “Neat People vs. Sloppy People” by Suzanne Britt (The Bedford Reader, page 237
■  “The Myth of the Latin Woman: I Just Met a Girl Name Maria” by Judith Ortiz Cofer (50 Essays, page 112
■  “Killing an Elephant” by George Orwell (The Bedford Reader, page 634)
■  “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” by Gloria Anzaldua (50 Essays, page 43)


	POETRY


	■  “The Soul Selects her own Society” by Emily Dickinson

■  Other poems as needed


	■  “I’m Nobody Who are You?” by Emily Dickinson (Elements of Literature page 335 and handout)
■  “The Soul Selects her own Society (Elements of Literature, page 337)
■  “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost (handout)
■  Other Poems as required


	VISUALS


	■  Theme-related photos, video clips and/or cartoons from periodicals
	■  Theme-related photos and video clips



WRITING:
· Writing an Argument of Fact or Writing an Argument of Opinion
· Rhetorical Essay
· Argumentative Essay

· Synthesis Essay

· Research Paper

· Other writing assignments as required
AP REVIEW:

· AP Exam Review: Essays and Multiple Choice Strategies
THIRD QUARTER
UNIT #4 THE AMERICAN DREAM
UNIT #5 POPULAR CULTURE

TOPICS AND SKILLS TO LEARN THIS QUARTER

· Modernism Literary Time Periods
· Using Rhetorical Devices in writing
· Vocabulary Development
· Latin and Greek Roots
· Words to know for AP Test
· SAT words
· Improved usage of 
· SOAPSTone
· PPSSSSSTT
· Improved usage of 
· Rhetorical Triangle
· Persuasive Appeals (ethos, pathos, logos)
· Analyzing Visual Images
· Improved Usage of the MLA format
· Improved Essay writing: Synthesis, Rhetorical and Argumentative
· Non-fiction: reading essays, magazines and newspapers
MODERNISM LITERARY TIME PERIOD
· “what if a much of a which of a wind” by EE Cummings (Elements of Literature, page 601-602)
· “somewhere I have never travelled, gladly beyond” by EE Cummings (Elements of Literature, page 603)
· “The Red Wheelbarrow” by William Carlos Williams (Elements of Literature, page 592-593)
· “This is Just to Say” by William Carlos Williams (Elements of Literature, page 595)

· “Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech” by Ernest Hemingway (Elements of Literature, page 608/618)

· “Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech” by William Faulkner (Elements of Literature, page 643/654)

· “A Letter to His Daughter” by F. Scott Fitzgerald (Elements of Literature, page 621/640)

· “The Negro Speaks of Rivers” by Langston Hughes (Elements of Literature, page 759)
EVERYTHING’S AN ARGUMENT – Chapters 12-15
· Style in Argument

· Style & Word

· Sentence Structure

· Figurative Language

· Humor

· Satire

· Parody

· Visuals

· Presenting

· Print 

· Oral
CURRENTS IN LITERATURE w/ Mini Grammar Lessons (handouts)

· “My Antonia” by Willa Cather page 147
· Writing Complex Sentences

· “from Ethan Frome”, by Edith Wharton page 167

· Active and Passive Voice

· “The New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus page 256

· Misplaced Modifers

UNIT FOCUS:
	
	UNIT #4 – THE AMERICAN DREAM
	 UNIT #5 – POPULAR CULTURE

	NOVELS


	The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald – independent reading

Activity: Scrapbook Project and Presentation
	

	FICTION/NON-FICTION: SHORT STORIES & ARTICLES


	■   “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King, Jr (The Bedford Reader, page 614)

■  “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, by Martin Luther King, Jr (Elements of Literature, page 221
■  “The Gettysburg Address”, by Abram Lincoln (Elements of Literature, page 448)
■  “JFK Inaugural Address”, by John F. Kennedy (handout)

■  from Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser (handout)
■  from The Jungle by Upton Sinclair (handout)

	· “Once More to the Lake” by E.B. White (The Bedford Reader, page 682)

· “Mental Illness on Television” by Rosie Anaya (The Bedford Reader, page 47)
· “Wont You Be My Friendster?” by Andie Wurster (The Bedford Reader, page 543)
· “The Best Kept Secret on Campus” by Rosie Anaya (The Bedford Reader, page 74)
· “The Fakebook Generation by Alice Mathias (The Prentice Hall, page 288)
· Not all Men are Sly Foxes by Armin Brott (The Bedford Reader, page 345)

· The Challenge of Rap Music (The Thompson Reader, page 386)

· “Our Barbies Our Selves” by Emily Prager (handout)



	POETRY


	■  “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman (Elements of Literature, page 310)
■  “Songs of Myself” by Walt Whitman (Elements of Literature, page 313)
■  “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost (Elements of Literature, page 727)
■  “Hope is a Thing with Feathers” by Emily Dickinson (handout)
■  Other poems as needed


	· Selected poems by Tupac

· Selected poems by Alicia Keys


	VISUALS


	■  The Great Gatsby

■  The Jungle Documentary

■  Theme-related photos, video clips and/or cartoons from periodicals


	■  Theme-related photos and video clips



Writing Focus:

· Argumentative Essay
· Rhetorical Essay

· Synthesis Essay
AP Review:

· AP Exam Review: Multiple Choice and Essay practice
FOURTH QUARTER
UNIT #6 PREJUDICES, CLASS and CULTURAL DIVERSITY
TOPICS AND SKILLS TO LEARN THIS QUARTER

· Contemporary Literary Time Periods
· Using Rhetorical Devices in Writing
· Vocabulary Development
· Latin and Greek Roots
· Words to know for AP Test
· SAT words
· Improved usage of 
· SOAPSTone
· PPSSSSSTT
· Improved usage of 
· Rhetorical Triangle
· Persuasive Appeals (ethos, pathos, logos)
· Analyzing Visual Images
· Improved Usage of the MLA format
· Improved Writing of Essays
· College Essay
· Non-fiction: reading essays, magazines and newspapers
CONTEMPORARY LITERARY TIME PERIOD
· “Unforgettable Fire” – visual (Elements of Literature, page 842) 

· “Rules of the Game” from The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan (Elements of Literature, page 919)
· from Black Boy by Richard Wright (Elements of Literature, page 967)

EVERYTHING’S AN ARGUMENT – Chapters 16-17

· What Counts as Evidence

· Firsthand vs Secondhand
· Flashpoints of Emotional Argument
· Flashpoints of Ethical Argument
· Flashpoints of Logical Argument
CURRENTS IN LITERATURE w/ Mini Grammar Lessons (handouts)

· “Salt Water” by E.B. White, page 29

· Subject Verb Argument

· “from Annual Message to Congress” by FDR, page 45

· Sticking to One Tense

· “Where We Stand: Class Matter” by Bell Hooks, page 89

· “from Hunger of Memory” by Richard Rodriquez, page 93

· Concise Writing

· “The Wedding” by Dorothy West, page 115

· Using Participles Correctly

UNIT FOCUS:
	
	UNIT #6 – PREJUDICES, CLASS and CULTURAL DIVERSITY

	NOVELS


	The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison – independent reading



	FICTION/NON-FICTION: SHORT STORIES & ARTICLES


	■   “Black Men and Public Spaces” by Brent Staples (The Bedford Reader, page 208)

■  “Heyday in Harlem” by Langston Hughes (Elements of Literature)
■  “Close Encounters with US Immigration” by Adnan R. Khan (The Bedford Reader, page 558 – 560)
■  “Everything Isn’t Racial Profiling” by Linda Chavez (The Bedford Reader, page 563)

■  “The Legacy of Antigay Discrimination” by George Chauncey (The Bedford Reader, page 260)

■  “How it Feels to be colored Me” by Zora Neale Hurston (50 Essays page 206) 


	POETRY


	■  “Harlem” by Langston Hughes (Elements of Literature)
■  Maya Angelou
■  Other poems as required



	VISUALS


	■  Theme-related photos and video clips




WRITING:
· Argumentation Essay

· Synthesis Essay

· Analysis Essay
· College Essay
AP REVIEW:

· AP Exam Review

Student/Guardian Syllabus Approval: Please detach and return this sheet to Ms. Walsh or Ms. Leland by Sept 15 2009
Requirements and Policies:

This class is a college-level class.  Completion of the syllabus requires that both students and parents/guardians understand the requirements and policies of this course by signing and dating the form below. As a reminder, please note the following policies that may/may not impact continued enrollment in this course:
· Plagiarism – School suspension and an automatic transfer down to honors level class

· Lack of respect toward teacher and follow classmates – first offense will result in a verbal warning; second offense automatically transfers student down to honors level class 

· Cell phones and other electronic devices not issued by Worcester Technical High School are not allowed in classroom.   For the first offense, the device is taken for a time period at the discretion of the teacher.  For the second offense, the student is automatically transferred down to an honors level class.    If parent/guardian needs to reach the student, he/she can call the main number at 508.799.1940 and be transferred to the classroom.
· Excessive tardiness and/or absenteeism automatically transfers student down to an honors level class. 
Student Signature _________________________________________________Date: ________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________________________Date: ________________________
AP English Language and Composition Syllabus developed by J. Walsh and T. Leland
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