WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS II—SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR:



Mrs. Jacqueline Walsh
TIME:




Periods 1 and 2

ROOM:




B323

TEXT:




Elements of Literature Fourth Course

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

During this course, students will read a variety of literature comparing and contrasting settings, characterizations, points of view, and themes.  Language includes vocabulary and learning about language history and structure.  Through varied and frequent writing assignments, students will expand their understanding of writing as a process and develop their skills in revising according to purpose and audience.  Focus will be on persuasive, critical and multi-paragraph essays, and compositions.  Through the study of various genres of literature and informational texts, students will improve their reading comprehension skills and develop analytical skills to determine the authors’ intents and themes.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Students will:

· Expand their vocabulary by using idioms correctly, cognates, words with literal and figurative meanings and patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or functions

· Recognize the functions of and practice using verbals

· Analyze the structure of sentences

· Recognize the four different types of sentences and use them to vary writing styles

· Analyze and use logic and evidence in persuasive writing

· Recognize and analyze patterns of imagery or symbolism

· Interpret themes and give supporting evidence from a text

· Recognize and analyze fictional elements of irony, foreshadowing, and point of view; nonfictional elements of logic, structure, and use of evidence, poetic elements of sound, diction, figurative language, and dramatic structure
· Write well organized essays and research papers (using MLA format) that have a clear focus, logical development, effective use of detail, and variety in sentence structure

NOVELS/PLAYS/SELECTIONS
· The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger or Lord of the Flies by William Golding

· Antigone by Sophocles 

· Night by Elie Wiesel and/or The Pearl by John Steinbeck

· Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

· Selected short stories and poems

EVALUATION:  First Quarter
· Summer Reading 


10%
· Tests/Exams



20%
· Homework



20%
· Quizzes



15%
· Classwork



15%
· All Writing Assignments

20%

EVALUATION:  Second, Third, and Fourth Quarters

· Tests/Exams



25%
· Homework



20%
· Quizzes



20%
· Classwork



15%

· All Writing Assignments

20%

This is academic year during which you will be taking your MCAS test.  Therefore, one day each week will be spent working on Open Response Questions and Long Compositions.  

NOTE:  Please refer to your classroom policies homework assignments, and make-up for tests and quizzes.  
SUPPLIES:  For this class you must have:

· A 3-inch three-ring binder

· Filler paper for the binder

· Dividers for binder labeled:  Homework, Vocabulary, Class Work, Handouts, and Notes

 
All work in your binder must be placed in the correct section and must be in 


chronological order (most recent first).  Therefore, all your work, handouts, etc.,


MUST have dates.  Any work you turn in without a date or your name will result


in a loss of 5 points each.

· Pens (blue or black ink ONLY!)  No work will be accepted in any other color ink

· Pencils (with erasers)

NOTE:  I will not supply you with pens or pencils.  Please come to class prepared. 

