
WORCESTER TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS III--SYLLABUS

INSTRUCTOR:



Mrs. Jacqueline Walsh
TIME:




Periods 3 and 4

ROOM:




B323

Materials:

· Texts: 
 Elements of Literature 5th Course—Selected short stories and poems
Popular Themes in American Literature by Rebecca Grudzina
Overview:

This course is designed for 11th grade student and traces the development of American themes in literature.  Students will identify the political, social, economic, and personal factors that influenced writers.  All written work will be kept in a portfolio. 

The four themes that will be explored throughout the course are: honor and personal principles, family; friendship, and isolation in the new era.  Each theme is connected to an assigned novel or play.  The students will write essays, reflections, and other compositions that demonstrate an understanding of the text and themes presented to them.

The students will complete open response/study questions while reading the novels and/or plays and take notes.  Open notebook quizzes will be given.
The course will encourage students to develop their critical thinking skills and apply that knowledge to their writing, oral debates, and active reading assignments.

Assignments will include essays, tests, study questions, and vocabulary development.

· NOVELS/PLAYS 

· The Crucible—First quarter

· Ethan Frome—Second Quarter

· The Awakening—Third quarter

· The Great Gatsby—Fourth quarter
· Other works to be announced
SELECTIONS/TOPICS

Topics





Selections

Puritanism




Poems by Anne Bradstreet

Excerpt from “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathan Edwards

American Romanticism



Excerpt from Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson







“I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman







“I Sit and Look Out” by Walt Whitman







“The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Realism




“The Story of an Hour, “Desiree’s Baby,” and 

“A Pair of Silk Stockings” by Kate Chopin







“The California’s Tale” by Mark Twain

“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose    
  Bierce







“The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:

· Two College Essays of at least 500-700 words

· Research Paper—MLA format—5-7 pages

· Synthesis and Analytic essays
· Other writing assignments to be announced
You will be given ample notice for the due dates of the writing assignments.  College essays and research papers MUST be typed.  If you do not have access to a computer at home, then you will have plenty of time to go the Worcester Public Library (or any other library) to do your research and print your papers.  I will not print your papers, nor will I accept them via email.  

EVALUATION: FIRST QUARTER
Tests/Exams



25%
Quizzes




15%
Homework:



15%
Classwork:



15%
All Writing Assignments

20%

Summer Reading


10%

EVALUATION:  SECOND, THIRD, AND FOURTH QUARTERS
Tests/Exams



25%
Quizzes




20%
Homework:



20%
Classwork:



15%
All Writing Assignments

20%
SUPPLIES:  For this class you must have:

· A 3-inch three-ring binder

· Filler paper for the binder

· Dividers for binder labeled:  Homework, Vocabulary, Class Work, Handouts, and Notes

 
All work in your binder must be placed in the correct section and must be in 


chronological order (most recent first).  Therefore, all your work, handouts, etc.,


MUST have dates.  Any work you turn in without a date or your name will result


in a loss of 5 points each.

· Pens (blue or black ink ONLY!)  No work will be accepted in any other color ink

· Pencils (with erasers)

NOTE:  I will not supply you with pens or pencils.  Please come to class prepared. 
